AGENDA FOR: Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday December 12" at 6 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order by Board President, Tim Brunner.

Public Comment: Prior to each agenda item...limited to 5 minutes...any Board action necessary will be
addressed at the next regular meeting.

APPROVE MINUTES: November 14th Regular Board Meeting Minutes and Special Board Meeting Minutes
REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT—Approve November warrants and recap list.

PARTIES PRESENTING: Carrie Boysun with Douglas Wilson to give an overview of GID’s Fiscal Year
November 1%t, 2021 to October 31%t, 2022 Financial Report, audit hard copies provided to the Board.

CONTRACTS TO EXECUTE: Bond Resolution to be Signed for the $1.5M State Loan and Board Resolution
to be Signed to pursue a WaterSMART Grant, tabled from last month. Water Rights Resolution to include
Farm Unit 599.1 inside GID boundaries.

MANAGER’s REPORT

AGENDA ITEMS:
1) FYI to Board for new pivot installation on FU 596, Tim Brunner, and FUs 609 & 615, Russ Pearson,

handouts provided.

2) Board to approve reassigning .26 assessed acres from FU 286.16 to FU 184, see handout.

3) After pasture inspection was completed by two Board members on problem pasture #11 findings and
solutions to be discussed, Lessee to be present.

4) Board to approve the Audit done by Douglas Wilson for the timeframe of November 1%t, 2021 to

October 313, 2022.
5) Board to look at Operating & Policy Procedures wording in-regards-to acre limitation exceptions,
handout provided.

PUBLIC COMMENT
e SRWG, Tracy Wendt, handout provided.
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IRRIGATION DISTISIng N

On Tuesday December 12, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. the Greenfields Irrigation District (GID) held its Monthly
Board meeting at the District office. The following are the minutes taken from that meeting. Those in
attendance were: Board President Tim Brunner, Vice President Bill Norris, Commissioners Chase Brady,
Dave Gulick and Pat Brosten. District Manager Erling Juel and Board Secretary Jenny Gulick were also
present. Also, in attendance were: GID employees: O&M Foreman Eric Mayer and Operator Cory
Copenhaver. GID Advisory Board Member, Chris Ostberg and GID Range Rider, Ron Wilson were both
present. Tracy Wendt with SRWG was in attendance, along with GID Waterusers Tom and Gaye Mclnerney.

The meeting was called to order by President Brunner at 6:02 P.M.

Approve Meeting Minutes and Monthly Warrants: The first item of business was to approve the minutes
from the November 14" Regular Meeting and Special Meeting. No discrepancies were found in either set of
minutes, and Commissioner Brady made a motion to approve the minutes, with Commissioner Brosten
seconding the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried. The Warrants List was then reviewed.
Manager Juel explained to the Board that GID would be reimbursed with grant funds for the Rubicon gates
purchased. He went on to explain that the warrant to the Bureau of Reclamation was to pay back grant
money drawn without supporting documentation, that was discovered during GID’s recently completed
annual audit. Commissioner Brosten moved to approve the warrants and Commissioner Gulick seconded.
All were in favor and the warrants were approved.

Parties Presenting Issues: Carrie Boysun with Douglas Wilson was present via telephone to provide the
Board with the Audit findings for the fiscal year ending on October 31%t, 2022. Financial Reports were
previously provided for the Board’s review in their packets. Carrie went over the highlights of the Audit report
and the representation letter. She explained that a single audit was also needed this year, as GID had
received over $750,000 in Federal grant funds. She also informed the Board that due to recent amendments
in reporting requirements for assets and deferred outflows, GID's grazing pasture leases would now need to
be included. This amount would include what GID anticipates receiving in revenue for the leases through
their expiration date of December 315, 2026. She then explained that there were 5 findings that required an
action plan to be adopted to correct, and briefly described each one, along with its proposed action plan.
Douglas Wilson will be shortly providing a proposal for next year’s fiscal audit.

President Brunner then asked that the issues with Tom Mcinerney’s grazing pasture #11, be addressed. He
explained what was found after review of the pasture was done by GID’s Range Rider and then confirmed
by himself and Commissioner Brosten, along with suggestions that the Board would like to see done by the
lessee. It is then asked that there be clarification provided as to how and when the pastures are inspected
and Range Rider Wilson, along with President Brunner provided a response. The pasture was inspected last
year, and then readdressed this year due to a past history of overgrazing. It now has been populated with a
problem weed infestation. Mr. Mclnerney provided the Board with pictures of the pasture from last year,
along with a letter of recommendation from Range Management with suggestions for improvements. He then
provided pictures from this year, in order to compare the conditions. Tom explained that he is not opposed
to some weed management through spraying, as well as moving the water source to discourage overgrazing
in current problem areas. The District would agree to do the work to move the water gap and the lessee
would close off the other gap and run electric wire to keep the cows out of the overgrazed areas. He will then
spray out broad leaf at the optimally suggested time. All parties are in agreement on the proposed solution
and Commissioner Gulick moved to approve the motion with Vice President Norris seconding the motion.
All were in favor and the motion carried.

Contacts to Execute: Bond Resolution to be Signed for the $1.5M State Loan tabled once again. Water
Rights Resolution to include Farm Unit §99.1 inside GID boundaries to be Signed by the Board. GIS Mapping
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Specialist provided a handout for the Board to review, but nothing was received back from GID’s Water
Rights Attorney yet, so this Resoiution was aiso tabied agdin.

The next item of business was the Manger’s Report:

Reservoir and River Operations: See M.R. for full details. Gibson Reservoir is 6.7% full and is 31.1% of
normal, while the Watershed snowpack level is also very low, at 27.9% of normal. The National Climate
Prediction Center is now predicting well-above normal temps and well-below normal precipitation for
December through February and above normal temps and back to normal precipitation March to May. We
are currently pulling water out of Gibson Reservoir and moving it to Willow Creek Reservoir. Snowpack is
the lowest it has been in the last 10 years.

Water Rights: We are still working with BOR and GID’s lawyer on getting the boundaries adjusted as part
of the water rights adjudication process.

GID Staff Updates: We have hired Brad Hanson to start work as GID's newest Ditch Rider on January 2nd,
We will continue the search to hire one more new Ditch Rider by March 13t We will also need to hire 1 or 2
more seasonal weed sprayers this year, as Tim Kolste and Amy Neckstad will be the only two returning this
year. Employee evaluations will be completed over the next few weeks. See the M.R. for further details.

Office Improvements & General Administration: Erling and Jenny will be revisiting potential insurance
agents to see if there are additional ways to reduce our premium. The 2021-2022 Audit has been completed
and the Board received a copy of the Audit Final Report in their packets. During the Agenda portion of the
meeting, the Board will vote to approve the report.

GIS Mapping, Plats, Database & Certification Updates: Nancy is working on reviewing and updating our
database based on ownership changes received recently.

Farm Unit Operations: Request to reassign assessment from Farm Unit 286.16 to FU 184, attachment
provided. The Board will vote to approve the request during the Agenda portion of the meeting.

Monthly Financials & 2023 Budget: See M.R. for details. Manager Juel and Office Manager Gulick will
look at our account and determine what expenses need to be paid promptly and then make a sizeable loan
payment to the Bank of Montana.

GID Vehicles & Heavy Equipment: See the M.R. for details. We sold two trucks, one ditch rider truck and
one spare truck. Each was sold for $2,000/piece. O&M Foreman Mayer bought a good used ditch rider truck
for $18,200, but we will still need one more ditch rider truck before the season begins, a 4x4 if possible.
There are no fleet trucks currently available.

Pearson Lawsuit: See M.R. for an update. Pearson’s opening brief has been received and MACO’s
Attorney, Mark Higgins, is working on GID’s response. See the M.R. for other important dates.

Willow Creek Feeder Canal Maintenance & Lawsuit: See the M.R. for further information and important
deadlines. Depositions went well, but Sabato’s deposition hasn’t been conducted yet. It is to be scheduled
for shortly after the 15t of the year. GID’s Attorney will provide another update to the Board next month.

Hydro Updates: General- Last Tuesday there was a meeting with GID’s Attorneys and the other plaintiffs,
regarding NWE's intent to update QF-1 tariffs. Arnold Coulee LOPP- The last 3.5 miles of transmission line
are being erected. 1.5 miles of the poles have already been put in. There was a meeting with BLM, GID
SREC and BOR was held on December 13! to discuss BLM's desire to have the line buried. NEPA and
NHPA documents are in compliance. The Tribal input requested on the cultural studies did not produce any
responses. Easement plats for easements across Sate Trust Lands are in front of the State Land Board for
approval. PPA- GID and the lawyer are reviewing NWE’s proposed edits to the PPA, as well as working to



incorporate our proposed edits. All construction is halted until easements are secured, but luckily those
easements will finalize Pishkun Inlet, as well. Pishkun Inlet Hydro- NEPA and NHPA are the critical path.
There will be no construction until this path is in place. We are now able to start drawing money on the
WEEG grant to pay CHC. The State loan can begin to be utilized once the NEPA and NHPA are secured.
Both the WEEG grant and the BIL loan include “Buy America” requirements, so we submitted a draft BABA
exemption request waiver addressing the hydropower for Reclamation’s review, but no word back yet.
Nothing new to report on the remainder of the hydropower sites. See the MR. for further details.

GID Infrastructure: Current or Planned. See the M.R. Willow Creek Spillway Repair- A brief discussion
took place on whether 1 or 2 side dump trucks would be necessary. BOR will either choose to pay a
commercial operation to do the dirt work, or the GID crew can do it. A Board Resolution will be created to
express GID’s desire to the BOR for our crew to do the work, which will begin this Spring and continue over
a 2-year period. Sun River Bridge Replacement- The projected schedule remains the same. A handout was
provided by Manager Juel of the site exhibit. There was a meeting in Helena last Tuesday to discuss the
issue of withdrawn land and who is the ultimate authority. The Forrest Service is having their attorneys look
at the issue. SRS 71 Check- All is done except for the installation of the new smart gate hooking the electrical
backup to the existing check. After the 1% of the year, the gate will be here. Phase Ill J-Wasteway Facility-
The Engineering Agreement has been executed for the $15K DNRC RRGL planning grant that GID was
awarded for Phase Ill. We will pursue a $125K RRGL grant to help with matching requirements for the
SRWG's WaterSmart Grant. Tunnel #3- The engineer is making edits to address the BOR’s comments.
Lower GSC Rehabilitation- The GID crew finished the base and 15t pour for the splitter box. We are working
off the $75,000 WaterSmart grant.

Title Transfer: Nothing new to report.

GID Grazing Lease Program: The issue with pasture #11 was already discussed and hopefully resolved
between the Board, GID Management and the Pasture Lessee himself.

District Modernization Effort with FCA: The FCA Reps will provide the Board with an update at next
month’s meeting.

Miscellaneous: Manager Juel is working on a proposal to reconfigure the gate operators, controls and
automation at Mary Taylor. We have received nothing new on the Muddy Creek gravel pit closeout and
reimbursement.

Short and Long-Term To-Do Lists: See the M.R. for details.

President Brunner gave a brief overview of some information he became aware of regarding the Sun River
Bridge replacement project.

Agenda:

1) Board FYI for a new pivot installation on FU 596, Tim Brunner and FUs 609 & 615, Russ Pearson,
handouts provided.

2) Board to review and approve reassigning .26 assessed acres from FU 286.16 to FU 184, see
handout provided. There were no issues found and Commissioner Brady moved to approve the
request with Vice President Norris seconding the motion. All in favor and the motion carried.

3) Pasture #11 overgrazing issue was previously discussed and voted on during the Parties Presenting
Issues portion of the meeting.

4) Board to approve the financial report done by Douglas Wilson for the timeframe of November 1,
2021 to October 318, 2022. The Board previously received an overview of the findings by a Douglas
Wilson Rep during the Parties Presenting Issues portion of the meeting. Commissioner Brady moved
to approve the audit findings and Commissioner Brosten seconded the motion. All in favor and the
motion carried.



5) The Board then looked at the Operating and Policy Procedures wording regarding the exceptions to
the Y6U-acre imitation poiicy. The Board then priefly discussed some of the pros and cons of aiiowiny
such exceptions and circumstances that would warrant Board approval. Board Policies are typically
updated in May, so the Board will revisit the matter at that time.

Public Comment: Commissioner Gulick then asked Manager Juel if Brian Haynes had requested that GID
allow him to close the drain in the trees adjacent to his property, as it is not currently being used. O&M
Foreman will look at the issue and provide the landowner with options on how he can proceed. Tracy Wendt
with SRWG then provided the Board with an update. SRWG will be conducting a Board meeting in January
where policies and by-laws will be reviewed and revised, as needed, and other administrative issues will be
addressed. On February 171, SRWG will be hosting a big fundraiser.

Commissioner Brosten moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Brady seconded. All in favor and
the meeting is adjourned at 8:42 P.M.

(D Pl Q, - COL

Board President @ard Secret

Board Action Recap:

e Board approved the reassigning of .26 assessed acres from FU 286.16 to FU 184.
e Board approved the Financial Report done by Douglas Wilson outlining the 2021-2022 Audit findings.
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12/12/2023

Page 1 of 11
To: GID Commissioners
Jenny Gulick, GID Board Secretary
From: Erling A. Juel, P.E., District Manager
Subject: Manager’s Report 12/12/23

1) RESERVOIR & RIVER OPERATIONS AND PROJECTIONS AS OF 12/11/23
A. Reservoir operations and levels over the last 5 days were:
e Gibson Res: 6,600 Ac-ft, 6.7% Full & 31.1% of Normal
e Gibson Inflows: varying from 135 to 205 cfs, 75% to 110% of Normal.
e Gibson Outflows: +/-172 cfs,
e Willow Creek Reservoir: 19,750 Ac-ft, 61.9% Full, 89% of Normal
e Willow Creek Inflows: 70-110 cfs
B. Snowpack Levels readings are:
Badger Pass Snow-Water Eq. = 4.9"
Mount Lockhart Snow-Water Eq. =2.5"
Waldron Snow-Water Eq. = 0.5”
Wood Creek Snow-Water Eq. =0.0”
Gibson Reservoir Watershed = 1.0, 27.9% of normal per (USBR)
C. The National Climate Prediction Center is now predicting well-above normal temps
and well-below normal precipitation for December through February. March to May
is predicted to be only above normal temps and back to normal precipitation.
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D. In summary.....
1. Gibson Reservoir dropping slightly because low inflows and the need to
move water to Willow Creek Reservorr.
2. The Willow Creek Feeder Canal still running. May shut off in a week or so.
3. All reservoirs are at normal levels except Gibson.
4. Snow pack is lagging. Lowest in the last 10 years.

2) GID WATER RIGHT ISSUES
A. Still working with BOR and our lawyer on getting the boundaries adjusted as part
of the water rights adjudication process.

3) STAFF UPDATES
A. Hired one new ditch rider, Brad Hanson, will start first of next year. Need to hire
one more as well as a couple of weed sprayers.
B. Need to finish employee evaluations.
C. Some employees are taking additional time off to get their vacation time balances
back in range.

4) OFFICE IMPROVEMENTS & GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

A. Still need to revisit with potential insurance agents to see if there are additional
ways to reduce our premium.

B. An appraiser who was supposed to assess the value of our buildings has yet to
visit us. Trying to reschedule.

C. 2021-2022 Audit has been finished as well as the Single Audit (2 CRF 200.500)
required of the WaterSMART program. A rep from the Auditor will present the
findings. Need Board approval at this meeting.

5) GIS MAPPING, PLATS, DATA BASE, CERTIFICATION, & ASSESSMENTS
A. Nancy is working on reviewing and updating our database based on ownership
changes reported by the Counties as well as other tasks.

'6) FARM UNIT OPERATIONS
A. Request to Reassign Assessment from FU 286.16 to FU 184
1. The landowner wishes to move 0.26 acres of assessment from FU 286.16
(non-irrigated) located inside Fairfield to FU 184 in production.
2. There is no change in ownership, irrigation practice, nor irrigation coverage.
No water delivery or other issues are known.
3. Review handout and address during Agenda portion.

7) MONTHLY FINANCIALS & 2023 BUDGET
A. The account receivables for November totaled $193,728. Mostly pasture invoices.
B. Accounts payable for November totaled $184,248 for the warrants as well as
$71,223 in salaries comprising three pay periods.
C. Cash flow continues to be a concern given the slow progress on the BLM
approvals. An influx of assessment payments has helped build a cushion. We will
need to make a loan payment to our bank.

8) GID VEHICLES & HEAVY EQUIPMENT
A. Sold two, older pickups for $2k each.
B. Bought a good, used pickup for $18.2k. Still need another 4x4 pickup.
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9) PEARSON LAWSUIT
A. Scheduling Order Set
1. Pearson’s Opening Brief — Sept 29", 2023 (Received)
2. GID’s Answering Brief — Nov.2", 2023. (Received)
3. Pearson’s Reply Brief — ????, 2023
4. Trial — Jan. 18t 2024 in Butte?

10) WILLOW CREEK FEEDER CANAL MAINTENANCE & LAWSUIT
A. Scheduling Order Set
1. Defendants’ Expert Disclosure Deadlines
e Liabilities — December 19t 2023
e Damages - January 19 2024
2. Plaintiff's Expert Disclosure Deadline — 12/19/23
3. Discovery Closes — March 29, 2024
4. Trial - November 4, 2024
B. Sat-in on the depositions of Lloyd Neal and Pat Troy last Wednesday and
Thursday, respectively.
C. Had to reschedule the other plaintiff's deposition, Sabotio, until after the New Year.

11)HYDRO UPDATES
A. General —

1. A status meeting was held with our lawyers and other plaintiffs last Tuesday
morning regarding NWE's intent to update the QF-1 tariffs i.e., the avoided
cost rate structure. Again, this will have a huge impact on Pishkun Inlet and
other potential sites.

2. | have been asked to testify in front of the PSC during the hearing.

B. Arnold Coulee LOPP -

1. ‘/LOPP — The Executed LOPP Agreement has been finalized and is done.

2. Transmission Design & Construction — To date on the latest segment...

e 3.8-miles of Segment #4 and the 1-mile, north-south leg of Segment
#5 are done.

e The remaining west to east segment (3.8 miles) of Segment #5 move
Ken Morris’ road to Hwy 289 is now under construction. A temporary
distribution line was built to simpilify installing the transmission poles.
As of today, approximately 1.4 miles of poles have been erected.

3. Transmission Easements — Easement. efforts continue to be a work in

progress.

e BLM continues to hold the project up based on their perception of
potential impact to the Sprague’s Pipit. BLM may request comparable
mitigation efforts to offset the perceive impact of allowing above-ground
construction across public ground. A meeting with GID, SREC, BOR,
and BLM is scheduled for Wednesday morning (Dec.13t).
e | believe that BLM and BOR basically agree on all othér components
of the NEPA and NHPA compliance documents. The Tribal input
requested on the Cultural studies did not produce any responses.
e Easement plats for easements across State Trust Lands for Arnold
Coulee leg are in front of the State Land Board for approval.
e The switchyard site will be on State Trust lands 1% miles west of
Jackson’s Corner. This easement work has yet to be officially started.
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e The lack of easements and ROWs is still impacting GID’s ability to
finalize our INTERCAP Loan.

4. BLM Site ROW - BLM has everything needed to process GID’s facility site
ROW request. BLM is holding off approval pending approval of SREC’s
ROW request. Will not grant one ROW without approval of the other.

5. SREC Interconnection & Transmission Agreements — Nothing new
regarding this work. Waiting for easements before finalizing Agreements.
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6. Power Purchase Agreement — | sent an email to NWE stressing that due
to the elapsed time since sending the initial PPA request (9 months), GID
would be requesting a new start time and the current energy rates in effect
would. Later that day they sent their version of the PPA back to me. GID
and the lawyer are reviewing NWE’s proposed edits as well as incorporating
our edits.

7. Design Drawings — The foundation block design was reviewed by
Reclamation, and they returned their comments and suggestions. Just
recently received a new set of construction drawings. The HPU design has
been finalized.

‘/Turbine-Generator Purchase — Done.

9. WEEG WaterSmart Grant — Nothing new. Next quarterly report is due on
03/31/24. The financial portion of the grant is basically done as we have
exhausted the $2 Million grant allotment as well as satisfied GID’s $2 Million
match requirement.

10.INTERCAP Loan — The GID Board has approved the Bond Resolution for
the Loan. However, the Department of Commerce is holding off from
processing the loan until all the easements/ROWSs have been secured.

11.Construction — Construction is pending approval of a ROW from the BLM.

C. Pishkun Inlet Hydro — NEPA and NHPA are the critical path.

1. Funding - Finalization is in progress.

e We have finalized the grant award and agreement for the WaterSmart
WEEG grant. (Part of the $4.3 million grant would address Pishkun Inlet
Hydro.)

e Have a grant agreement in-place for the $125k DNRC grant. This money
will be used for the road relocation and canal crossing.

e Still working on loan agreement requirements for the $1.5 million State
loan guarantee. Working on a Board Resolution that will allow the bond
counsel fees and required reserves to be added to the 3% loan. DNRC
wants the NEPA process finished and the easements in-place before
releasing the funds. The loan would be based on a revenue bond. Next
meeting with the State DNRC reps will be Jan. 315t. This money will help
pay for the transmission lines.

e Still working on the preliminary loan requirements for the $5.03 million
BIL loan guarantee through USBR’s Aging Infrastructure Account (AlA)
program.

e Both the WEEG grant and the BIL loan include “Buy America”
requirements. Have submitted a draft BABA exemption request waiver
addressing the hydropower machine for Reclamation’s review. No word
back yet.

2. LOPP - Sent a request and a check for $10,000 to Reclamation to initiate
the Final LOPP for this site. This will kick start the NEPA and NHPA process.

3. Transmission Easements — Easement efforts will follow a similar approval

path as the Arnold Coulee site i.e, requires BLM approval. The cultural
resource evaluation and the environmental studies have already been
completed already.
e A small piece of BLM land will get approved with the Arnold Coulee
ROW request.

®
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e Easements across State Trust Lands for the Pishkun Inlet will require
easement plats. The lessee will also have to agree to those sections
that they lease from the State.

e An easement across private land is pending finalization of the BLM
and State easements. GID has verbal acknowledgement and approval
from the landowner.

¢ Easements across Reclamation-withdrawn land will be addressed in
the Final LOPP Agreement.

e A lack of easements and ROWs is a detriment to our ability to finalize
GID’s $1.5 million RRGL Loan.

4. Transmission Design & Construction — Awaiting funding before initiating
the design and construction phases.

5. Power Purchase Agreement — Will be submitting a PPA for this site ASAP
to try and get ahead of NWE's latest efforts regarding the restructuring of
QF-1 tariffs aka avoided costs.

6. Design Drawings — Will initiate an Engineering Services Agreement with
the Sorenson Group. The design should parallel that of Arnold Coulee and
therefore should be quicker and cheaper.

7. Turbine-Generator Purchase — We have already committed to CHC for
the turbine/generator but have not made any payments.

D. Johnson Drop — Nothing new.

1. Funding -

e WaterSmart WEEG — Part of the $4.3 million grant would address
finishing Johnson Drop.

2. LOPP - Need to send a request to Reclamation to initiate the permitting
process for this site.

E. A-Drop — Nothing new.

2. Funding -

e WaterSmart WEEG — Part of the $4.3 million grant would address
finishing A-Drop

3. LOPP - Need to send a request to Reclamation to initiate the permitting
process for this site.

F. Gibson Hydro — Nothing new.

1. Nothing new regarding GID’s proposal submitted to the Lt Governor. The
proposal is for State financial assistance for Gibson Dam since the project
will have tremendous public benefits.

12) GID INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS- Current or Planned
A. Hwy 89 Ditch Crossings
1. Nothing new.
B. Willow Creek Spillway Repair —

1. Nothing new. Past discussions regarded the mobilization and stockpiling
up to 9,000 CYs of Class Il rip rap to be implemented in the case of the next
potential flood event. GID and FSID would be responsible for a portion of
the costs. GID could also be available to do some of the work under contract
to BOR. Waiting for details from BOR to determine how we could do that
work.

C. Sun River Bridge Replacement —

1. Projected Schedule
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e Design team is progressing from Preliminary Design (30%) to Plan-in-
Hand Phase (70%)
Geotechnical drilling to take place in April 2024

e Visual Simulation due in Dec 2023

e BOR is pursuing separate action to remove existing bridge, when
successful, FHWA will add back into contract.

o 70% Milestone- April 2024

e 90% Milestone- July 2025

e Advertisement November 2025

e Construction 2026 and 2027

N

o 4 DONE - Cooperating Agency review of EA (30 days): October 9 -

November 10, 2023

Legal review (30 days): December 2023

Public Review (30 days): January 2024

Public Meeting: Date TBD

RPA final revisions: No later than Mid Feb 2024
¢ Final EA for signature: End of Feb 2024

3. A meeting was held in Helena on December 5" to discuss the issue of
withdrawn land and who is the ultimate authority. NFS made a play for the
authority because the new bridge will be inside the NFS boundaries. The
BOR stuck to their guns and asserted that although the land is inside the
NFS, it is withdrawn land for Reclamation’s use for the Sun River Project.
The NFS is going to send this issue to the USDA solicitors’ office.

D. SRS 71 Check Replacement and Reregulation, Phase 1-

1. Everything is done except for installation of the new Smart gate and
hooking the electrical backup to the existing check.

2. Working off the $125K DNRC grant received to do this work.

E. Phase lll J-Waste Way Facility, Spring Coulee Headworks —

1. Executed the Engineering Agreement for the $15K DNRC RRGL planning
grant that was awarded to GID to complete Phase 3. Phase 3 is the
confining berms, SCDA, and the re-regulation pond controls. We will puruse
a $125K RRGL grant to help with matching requirements for the SREWG's
WaterSmart Grant

F. Tunnel #3 Roof Collapse —

1. Engineer making edits to address BOR’s comments.

2. Again, GID was awarded a $11.6 million guarantee through Reclamation’s
Aging Infrastructure Account (AlA) funding program & a $500K ARPA grant.

3. Strategy-

i. Complete final design and finalize environmental compliance
documents for Phase 1 construction.
ii. Procure materials and solicit by next summer Contractor.
iii. Award contract so contractor is ready to roll when PSC shuts off.
iv. 1%t Phase of Construction to start August 2024.
v. Use the ARPA grant & then finalize BIL loan over the next 9 months.
G. Lower GSC Rehabilitation —

1. Finished base and 1t wall pour for the splitter box.

2. Working off the $75,000 WaterSmart grant received to help pay for this
project.
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13)TITLE TRANSFER

A. Nothing new. Received the draft MOU and agreement from USBR to move
forward. Have not had a chance to review.

14) MISC GID O&M PROJECTS
A. Eric will provide a verbal update if he’s here.

15)GID GRAZING LEASE PROGRAM
A. Need to discuss pasture restoration requirements for Pasture # 11.

16)DISTRICT MODERIZATION EFFORT WITH FCA
A. Continuing with weekly meetings with FCA.
B. Working on a pressurized district study for the Ashuelot Bench with a re-regulation
pond above the first drop.
C. Moving forward with the System Improvements Plan (SIP) and development of a
D

Scope of Work.
. FCA reps wish to present a status report during our next meeting in Jan. via a
Zoom call.
Worked on a promotional video for GID.
https://vimeo.com/879576598/0196d30478?share=copy

m
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17)MISCELLANEOUS

A

B.
C.

D.

Working on a proposal to reconfigure the gate operators, controls, and automation
at Mary Taylor.

Duke the Squatter is back at Willow Creek Reservoir.

Still no update on the historic Muddy Creek gravel pit closeout. GID received a
notification of violation from the MT DEQ. Sent an update to DEQ.

Received another violation notice from DEQ regarding the Kasper Pit just north of
Town. Submitted another request for a permit.

18)SHORT-TERM TO DO LIST - DECEMBER

L]
®
[ J

Finish Employee Evaluations

Need to find ways to reduce our insurance costs.

Submit PPA to NWE for Pishkun Inlet.

Get BLM and MT DNRC approvals for site easement and transmission line
easements for the Arnoid Coulee site.

With easements, finalize the DOC-BOI INTERCAP Loan.

Make progress on the Lower GSC ditch to pipeline project.

19)LONG-TERM TO DO LIST — DECEMBER & ON

Order pipe for tailrace channel underpass. (PENDING BLM ROW)
Develop a 5yr/10yr Strategic Plan (Conservation & Management Plan)
Develop a Systems Improvement Plan (SIP) with FCA

NEXT GID BOARD MEETING JANUARY 9" @ 6PM

X \Admin\Manager\Reports\202312023-12-13 Managers Report.docx
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Pearson, Russ FU 609 & 615 Proposed New Pivots

FU Physical Size Assessed Current Irr Proposed Irr
609 £0.00 76.93 75.39 76.19
615 155.60 145.68 144.26 144.26

* Both Farm Units owned by Harold Klinker

X:\Farm Units\600-699\FU 609, 615 Pearson, Russ new pivots\Board Exhibit.docx 12/12/2023






FU Physical Size Assessed Current Irr Proposed Irr
596 66.81 66.81 61.52 60.55

X:\Farm Units\500-599\FU 596 Brunner, Tim new pivot\Board Exhibit.docx
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b. At the request of the qualified recipient, and approval of the GID Board, GID
water may be delivered to assessed land in excess of the acreage limitations.
If so, an additional charge of three times the current regular assessment will
be levied by the District against those acres designated as excess. This
charge is in addition to the regular assessment. Excess lands designated to
receive District water will be allotted an amount of water equal to the regular
allotment for that given year as established by the GID Board.

c. If excess water is permitted by the GID Board, a charge of one half of four
times (2 times) the current regular assessment will be levied against each
acre-foot of District water delivered to excess lands.

6) All qualified recipients, landholders, and producers shall certify their landholdings,
whether leased or owned, annually with the District and such current certifications
shall be kept on file by the District.

7) In addition to ownership and leasing limitations, the percentages of Qualified
Recipients comprising the partnerships, corporations, and trusts shall be summarized
and reviewed along with their assessment held outside of the partnerships,
corporations, and trusts as it pertains to the acreage limitations. Qualified Recipients
comprising the entity shall be reported to the District as well as their percentage of
ownership for the purpose of certifying acreage limitations.

8) The District may require a copy of any signed and dated lease of assessed acres as
well as Contract for Deeds or Board approved legal documents as substitute to verify
the certification process.

9) Qualified Recipients must notify the District of any changes to leasing and ownership
of Farm Units that occurred following certification process as described in ltem 3.C
below.

10)The number of eligible ballots per qualified recipient shall be subject to the provisions
of acre limitations.

11)The Board shall not change the maximum number of acres defining the acreage
limitation without the majority approval of the Qualified Recipients as described in
MCA 85-7-1837.

C. Landowner and Producer Certification

1) Each Spring and prior to the water season, each Qualified Recipient/Producer
requested, whether Landowner or Lessee, must illustrate and certify to District
management how they intend to irrigate all the assessed acres under their immediate
control. If the acreage of historical irrigation on all the Farm Units under their
immediate control exceeds the total number of assessed acres available on those
farm units, the Producer must demonstrate and delineate which acres will not receive
District water for that season. Otherwise stated, Producers may only order and apply
District water on land up to the number of acres equal to the total number of assessed
acres under their immediate control, both owned and leased.

2) Each Spring and prior to the water season, all requested Qualified Recipients,
Landowners, Producers, and Water Users shall certify their ownership, lease
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6) With the approval of the Board, a new Farm Unit may be created tor the purpose Ot
utilizing District water. The newly created Farm Unit must be situated within the
boundaries of the District. The new Farm Unit may have assessed acres assigned to
it under Policy 3.A.3 above or may have no assessed acres yet is irrigated with District
water under the Net Accounting of Assessed Acres described under Policy 3.A.2
above.

7) Board approval for the redistribution of assessed acres as well as the splitting,
combining or creation of farm units is contingent upon a recommendation from GID
Management following the evaluation of certain criteria such as delivery points,
potential impact to GID’s infrastructure and other Water Users, and location within
the District.

8) A Farm Unit cannot have more assessed acres assigned to it than its actual, physical
size.

B. Acreage Limitations

1) The Greenfields Irrigation District recognizes that acreage limitations are critically
important to the longevity and sovereignty of the District and to ensure that the Public
benefits of the District continue in perpetuity.

2) The Board adopts into Board policy the applicable federal rules, regulations and
definitions interpreting the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (96 Stat. 1269), Public
Law 97-293, as they pertain to acreage limitations. In addition, the Board adopts the
provisions of State Law MCA 85-7-1837 into its policies as it pertains to acreage
limitations. The Board may from time to time modify its policy to include all or portions
of any future changes in Federal policy and State law which pertain to acreage
limitations or may formulate its own policy related to acreage limitations.

3) On November 8, 1995 (Amended on May 12, 1999), the Board adopted a resolution
limiting the total number of assessed acres upon which a qualified recipient i.e., farm
operation may receive District irrigation water.

4) The number of assessed acres owned, and the number of assessed acres leased by
a qualified recipient that receives District water is limited as follows:

a. The maximum number of assessed acres owned by a qualified recipient that
may receive District water shall be limited to 960 acres.

b. The maximum number of assessed acres leased by a qualified recipient that
may receive District water shall be limited to 960 acres.

5) The Board may, at its discretion and without obligation to continue to do so, choose
to deliver District water to qualified recipients with land in excess of the acreage
limitations. If so, the Board shall impose additional charges for water delivered to
these lands.

a. When the acreage limitations are exceeded, the Qualified Recipient/Producer
must designate prior to the beginning of the water season which assessed
acres up to 960 acres owned and 960 acres leased will receive District water
and which acres will not. There shall be no refund or credit for acres in excess
of the 960-acre limitation because they do not receive GID project water.
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Greenfields Irrigation District — Request for Changes

Date of Request_| | r/ \ ]}3 Requested by @CLT v D%“rcvj

Request Type

[] Split Farm Unit
[1 Combine Farm Unit

X Reassign Assessed Acres from Farm Unit to another

Summary of Request

Mou? 2l Acnes of ASsessniint Breon Fu 256.0¢

do U ARD o d Aol TU 2%0-1lb

PU QA8L-lb s w@s‘l:'iwigcdo\c Lot wn Faich Q«\C\

Farm Unit{s) involved in Request

Fug \84Y Current Assessment {22 24

Fut XBlo. Lo Current Assessment e
FU# Current Assessment
FU# Current Assessment
FU# Current Assessment
FU# Current Assessment
FU# Current Assessment
FU# Current Assessment
FU# Current Assessment
FU# Current Assessment
Total 2555

Signatures of all Owners of record for above listed Farm Units

Oy
Signature \ CS‘ : ‘(\.a.uﬁ’%'

Acres(3/- . 2o *New Assessment 2 i 55 Acres
Acres +f2) . 2l *New Assessment Acres
Acres +/- *New Assessment Acres
Acres +/- *New Assessment Acres
Acres +/- *New Assessment Acres
Acres +/- *New Assessment Acres
Acres +/- *Mew Assessment Acres
Acres +/- *New Assessment Acres
Acres +/- *New Assessment Acres
Acres +/- __ *New Assessment Acres
Total _ .&- Total | AD.SS

Date 11-74-22

Signature Date
Signature Date
Signature Date

X:\GIS\Forms\FarmUnitChangeRequestForm






